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No Cookie Pusher He!?
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starts ragging the State Depart-
njent about being a nest of siriped-
pints cookie pushers, I like to tell them
apout Roger Hilsman, the new Assist-
a
Al

ht, Secretary of State for Far East
[fairs. .
Hilsman, 43, has ju_st
tAken over from Averell
}]arriman as the key
man in the State De- |
phrtment for the Far
Fhst, and he. has jush
dade his first trip in
at capacity to the
‘ea. Bub it is by no
eans Hilsman's first
enture into the
oubled Pacific. ’
Not, much has heen
aard of him because he has for so long
ben a behind-the-scenes operator. For
he past two years, he has been the
tate Department's Director of Intelli-
erce, and before thal he was for five
years a top executive in the Library
f Congress’ Legislative Reference
qervice. Before that, he taught and

id research at Princeton and Johns
opkins Universities.

Bup it is in World War II that you
feally come to grips with the man. To
fezin with, he was an Army brat, born
t, Waco, Texas, and bouncing around
rom camp to camp with his parents,
Fol. and Mrs. Roger Hilsman, Natural-
v, he went to West Point, graduating
in 1943,

Hilsman's father was captured early
r+ the war by the Japanese in the
Philippines. The best information avail-
ble was that he had heen taken to a
hrison in Manchuria, With this in mind,
soung  Hilsman  volunteered for a
‘dangerous mission in the Far East,”
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Fauders in Burma While battling for
b Jananese-neid airfield, Hilsman was

By WARREN ROGERS

, bies.

. the war with Eleanor Hoyt of Baltimorg,

The mission was with Merrill's Ma -

nese machine guns. Three hullets strue
him in the lower abdomen, a fourt
creased his chest. At the hospital, wher
he spent three months reciuperatin
they found 16 bullet holes in i
clothing.

Later, he and four other American
led about 300 Burmese fighting bebhin
enemy lines on a mission [or the 081.
They blew up bridges, ambushed Jap3
nese patrols, conducled intelligend
work, and, all in all, killed 300 of th|
enemy while suffering only 12 casual
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Volunteering again, Hilsman joine
a parachute team whose mission was 1
free captured American officers in th
Mukden area. He hoped to rescue h
father. In an operation confused by th
end of the war and the arrival of Ruj
sian aircraft at Mukden, he managed {o
be the first man to reach the prisgn
camp. He gets a little misty-eyed when
he tells what happened next:

“T-was the first American to get {0
the gate—the first American that n{y
father saw.”

He had corresponded, throughopt
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and in 1946 they were married, In 194],
Hilsman left O8S and went to Yale
where, in 1950, he goi{ his Ph. He
worked in London and Frankfurt fgr
NATO during 1950-53, switching to the
academic life at Princeton and Johgs
Hopkins until he came to the LibrajJy
of Congress in 1956,

He huas written or collaborated qn
a number of penetrating books on ip-
telligence, military policy, the Westefn
alliance, and the Cold War. He puts n
a 12-hour day six days a week, starg-
ing off with a 6:30 a.m, reveille and|a
twn nr three mite walk hefore hreakfagt.

So don't lalk to me ahout stripefi-
pants cookie pushers!
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